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ever, and to this day the descendants of Black George
are exiles. Blood had been requited by blood, and
the murder of the Servian Liberator by ililosh
Obrenovic had been avenged in the next generation
by the murder of Milosh's son. The Assembly then
proclaimed Michael's nearest relative, his cousin
Milan, as hereditary Prince of Servia, under the title
of Milan Obrenovic IV. As the young Prince was
at that time barely fourteen, a Regency of three
persons, of whom Petrovic Blacnavac was the chief,
was appointed to carry on the government till he
came of age.

The murder of Michael was indeed a blow for
Servia. On his tomb in the cathedral of Belgrade
his widow has engraved the words, "Thy memory
shall not perish." No epitaph could better have
expressed the feelings of the nation towards the best
and ablest of all its modern rulers.

The three Regents began their task by securing
from the Porte a final recognition of the hereditary
rights of the Obrenovic family. They then pro-
ceeded to draw up a somewhat more liberal constitu-
tion than that which had, with some modifications,
existed for the last thirty years. Prince Michael in
his reforms had only amended the old system of
government; the Regents now took the bolder step
of abolishing it altogether. The new constitution
of 1869 entrusted all power to the Prince and the
National Assembly, which was to meet every year
and was re-elected every three. This body consisted
for ordinary purposes of 120 members, of whom
90 were elected by the people and 30 nominated